NEW YORI Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/04/30 : CIA-RDP8OMO1009A000100040006-9

Paris Rumorson C. 1. A.
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\_ , Despite Firm U. S. Denials, Spebdlatiéﬁ

_ Persists Agency Aided Algiers Revolt

By Tﬂ% ﬁ F.
ew

PARIS, May 1—Now-tNgt the , cioan

French “mutiny of the galral#! s merican military or civilian
may be a thing of the pesl§ the officials encouraged General

question whéther the -
States helped save the.da;
President de Gaulle is per
less important thafi what i% be-
lieved in France, in Norili Af-
rica and elsewhere about” the
United States’ role in the ¢vents
Former Gen. Mau

rice Challe, leade:
ﬁgn in the

News of theé, rautiny
.. hoped for.’ ted
Analysis States suppoft-an
said so publicly}

but President Kennedy quicklyft

genl & message pledging full
support to President de

Immediately after. the col-
lapse of the mutiny, President

Kennedy puhlicly expressed his

President de Gaulle. The post-
tion of the United States Gov-
ernment was never in doubt.

Rumors Widely Circulated
These facts have not, how-

cver, prevented the wide circu-,

lation, and at least partial ac-
ceptance here and in North Ar-
rica, of rumgrg that General
Challe and Kis Tellow mutinecrs
had received specific encourage-
ment from United States intelli-
gence agents.™

Emphatic official denials from
United States authorities have
not put a stop to the rumors.

No French official has denied
them. French comment has been
decidedly equivocal. At a news
conference Saturday night in
Algiers, Louis Joxe, French
‘Minister for Algeria, said:

“1 do not know whether for-
eign agents encouraged the
jnsurrectional movement or
whether those responsible for
the coup profited from foreign
subsidies, This sad affair among
Frenchmen is enough, for the
.moment, to keep me busy. I
have no reason to try to find
out whether the insurgents re-
ceived foreign aid.”

source Is Uncertain

The source of the rumors is
difficult to determine. Some ob-
servers attribute them to Com-
munists, others to the highest

" French authorities.

-

A dispatch to Thea-Qbserver
in London said yesterday that
one reaction after the collapse,
#at least in President de
Gaulle’s own entourage and per-
haps inspired by him, is to

“plame. the Americans. Repeated
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satisfaction and congratulated
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éx\:iﬁls' that an‘yr

.Challe’s rebellion have not suc-
‘ceeded in preventing French of-
iclal spokesmen from fccllln
journalists there must have bec
some unofficial American back-

AN
. he Tumors, which include at
oyt one written report cir-

ating here, repeated specula-}

French press, &
jspatch from _Wi?hinitéop to
the. Tum%a&' i ) rique-|.
on an wi’Wd speculs-},
circles, boil

L
esident Kennedy is said to
ave reacted as he did because
he had learned of encourage-
ment to the mutineers by the
tral Intelligence Agency,
sich is said to have become

-reactionary state-within-a-
tate in the United States.
United States agents are said
ito have encouraged the mutiny
wither because they feared com-
munism in the ranks of the
'Algerian rebel National Libera-
ition Front, with which Presi-
ent De gaulle is expected 'to
1egotiate Algerian independ-
because they hoped to

ence, or
tprecipitate the downfall ofy
President de Gaulle and thus|

eliminate, his opposition tos
“integration” of the forces Ofi

the North Atlantic  Treaty
Organization. e
Meetings With Agents Aleged 1‘

United States sympathy for
the moévement is said £p hav
begun as early as last, Dec
ber, when Jacques, Sougtelie
former Governor . Geneyal ‘o
Algeria and a fof of Presiden
ide Gaulle's policies, was report
ed to have had lunch wit
BIEMrYF 2'C. 1. A

April 12 or 13, a United
agent is said to have told Gen.
Raoul Salan, one of the muti-,
neers, that the United States
would recognize a new govern-
ment in France within forty-:
weight hours after its successful
establishment if there were no
attack on Tunisia or Morocco.,

The speculation does not take'
cognizance of the fact that
former Gen. Challe spent nearly/
a year as a North Atlantic
Treaty Organization commander
at the Fontainebleau headquar-
ters, near here, He undoubtedly'
‘pqard frequent and bitter crit-
icism of President de Gaulle by|
_Allied officers who disagreed
with his policies on NATO.
The possibility is cited tty

M. Challe was guilty of wishg
ful thinl_&igg and believed

[

h

attitudes of the military leaders

(reflected the political thinking

of the Allied governments,
No matter what the source

Pty

of The rumors may be, no mat-
ter how false they may be, their
existauce is g fact. The créd?r‘lée

théy have gained, despite United

Ziates denials, is considercd &
se¢riotig threat to French-United
Statgs relations and to the pres-
tige:of the United States among
the Algerian nationalists and in
North Africa in general.

The equivocatiop with which
French officials have treated the

vumors has been regarded us a

major facto..

their pr -
tion. T propaga

_:

|
[




